
Pickleball Paddle Selection Guide 
 
Finding the perfect pickleball paddle is a matter of personal preference.  Ideally you will have a 
chance to experience different paddle and grip types prior to purchasing your paddle.  This guide 
will assist in understanding the options.  PickleballCentral.com is unique among paddle resellers 
– we guarantee 100% satisfaction – if the paddle you buy isn’t right we will exchange it for you. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at (888) 854-0163. 
 
 

      
 
 

          
 

Champion Paddle – Tennis Grip 
 
Our most popular paddle.  Graphite 
hitting surface with a honeycomb 
composite core. 
 

• Graphite 
• Oversized 
• Thicker grip (4 ½ inches) 
• 7.3 oz. (average) 

Champion Paddle – Thin Grip 
 
Graphite hitting surface with a 
honeycomb composite core. 
 

• Graphite 
• Oversized 
• Thin grip  (4 inches) 
• 7.0 oz. (average) 
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Elite Paddle 
 
Graphite hitting surface with a 
honeycomb composite core. 
 

• Graphite 
• Longer handle 
• Thin grip (4 inches) 
• 7.5 oz. (average) 

Vortex Paddle 
 
Graphite hitting surface with a 
honeycomb composite core.  Heavier 
than most graphite paddles. 
 

• Graphite 
• Oversized 
• Thicker grip 
• 8.3 oz. (average) 
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Magnum Graphite Stealth 
 
Graphite hitting surface with a 
honeycomb composite core. 
 

• Graphite 
• Oversized 
• Thin grip (4 inches) 
• 7.5 oz. (average) 

Enforcer Graphite 
 
Graphite hitting surface with a 
honeycomb composite core. 
 

• Graphite 
• Oversized 
• Thin grip (4 inches) 
• 7.3 oz. (average) 
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Tournament Pro 
 
Aluminum hitting surface with a 
balsa wood core. 
 

• Composite 
• Oversized 
• Thin grip (3 3/4 inches) 
• 10.1 oz. (average) 

Precision Pro 
 
High pressure laminate hitting 
surface with a balsa wood core. 
 

• Composite 
• Oversized 
• Thin grip (3 7/8 inches) 
• 7.3 oz. (average) 
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Paddle Questions and Answers 
 
I want a graphite paddle.  Which paddles are graphite? 
 

We carry the following graphite paddles: 
 

• Champion 
• Elite 
• Magnum Stealth Graphite 
• Enforcer Graphite 
• Vortex. 

 
Do I need a tennis grip or a thin grip? 
 

The type of grip you use is really a personal preference.  The thick grip has a 4-½ inch 
circumference and the thin grip has a 4-inch circumference.  The Tournament Pro paddle 
has a 3 ¾ inch grip and the Precision Pro has a 3 7/8 inch grip. 
 

                       
 

If your hand is especially small the thin grip should be considered. Most 
purchases are for the tennis grip. 

 
We carry the following graphite or composite paddles that come with a tennis grip: 
 

Champion 
Vortex 
 

We carry the following graphite or composite paddles with a thin grip: 
 

Champion 
Elite 
Magnum Stealth Graphite 
Enforcer Graphite 
Tournament Pro 
Precision Pro 
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How does the weight of a pickleball paddle impact play? 
 

A lighter paddle provides slightly quicker response times but slightly less speed off the 
paddle as the ball is returned.  A heavier paddle will provide a bit more speed off the hit 
but may slow down response time. 
 
The weight differential between paddles is generally very minimal and will not be 
noticed by the average player. 
 
Again, player preference wins over any hard and fast rule about weight.  Try to 
experiment with various paddles to gauge your preferences before buying. 
 

What about wood paddles? 
 

Wood paddles are generally less expensive and heavier than graphite or composite 
paddles.   
 

      Diller       Master       Pro II        Tournament         Intro 
 

      11 oz.        12 oz.       12 oz.  11.3 oz.        7.8 oz. 

               
 
 
 
Please note that all weights and measurements are approximate.  We can try to meet your exact 
paddle weight needs if you contact us prior to placing an order. 
 
PickleballCentral.com 
www.pickleballcentral.com 
(888) 854-0163 
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